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The emergence of a free massive online open course (MOOC) on machine learning --
a branch of artificial intelligence related to the design of certain computer algorithms --
taught by Stanford's Andrew Ng has been transforming the landscape of education. Amid
a sputtering recovery that has shone a spotlight on the dearth of qualified workers in
particular segments of the economy, many in the business community view MOOCs as a
key part of the solution. And at a time when rising college costs and growing income
inequality occupy the national debate, some say the platforms that offer MOOCs could
potentially transform higher education. Giving millions of students around the world
access to high quality classes could help shrink the gap between the haves and the
have-nots.



